SALUTING BRANCHES | MEDIA PRESS KIT
Honoring America’s service members and veterans through volunteer tree and landscape care.
About Saluting Branches
Saluting Branches is a 501(c)(3) nonprofit organization that honors America’s service members and veterans through volunteer tree and landscape care at veteran-dedicated properties. Each year, arborists, landscape professionals, sponsors, and community volunteers join together for the Saluting Branches National Day of Service.
Mission: We honor American service men and women by organizing volunteer tree and landscape care for the property dedicated to our veterans.
Vision: Our vision is to ensure every property dedicated to our veterans is cared for with dignity, respect, and gratitude through the service of skilled volunteers and committed community members.
Our Story
Saluting Branches grew from a 2012 Minnesota Society of Arboriculture service project organized by Rainbow Treecare at Fort Snelling National Cemetery in Minnesota. Following that project, organizers partnered with the National Cemetery Administration to explore a nationwide effort.
The first national Day of Service took place September 23, 2015, at 27 locations across 23 states, engaging more than 1,000 volunteers from 246 companies and providing an estimated $1 million in donated professional tree care. Saluting Branches received independent 501(c)(3) nonprofit status in 2017.
Milestones: 2012 — the service project at Fort Snelling National Cemetery inspires Saluting Branches; 2015 — the first national Day of Service launches at 27 locations across 23 states; 2017 — Saluting Branches receives 501(c)(3) nonprofit status; 2023 — the Day of Service reaches 100 participating locations for the first time.
Our Impact | A Lasting Tradition of Service
Since its first national Day of Service in 2015, Saluting Branches has brought together skilled volunteers, industry partners, sponsors, and community members to care for properties dedicated to veterans. From the inaugural event at 27 locations across 23 states, the initiative has grown into a nationwide tradition of service. The organization reached 100 participating locations for the first time in 2023.
The work includes professional tree care and landscape improvements that help preserve safe, beautiful, and respectful environments for veterans and their families. For current participation figures and event information, visit www.salutingbranches.org.
Key Messages
Veterans deserve safe, beautiful, and respectful spaces at the properties that honor and serve them.
Skilled volunteers provide tree care, planting, landscape improvements, and other approved projects based on local site needs.
Saluting Branches brings together tree care professionals, industry partners, sponsors, and community volunteers in a shared act of service.
The National Day of Service connects local communities with meaningful ways to thank America’s veterans.
Leadership & Spokespersons
Eric Campbell | President — Joined the board in 2022 and has served as vice president, Day of Service committee chair, and site leader. He owns Two Rivers Tree Care and is an ISA Certified Arborist.
“Every year, Saluting Branches brings communities across the country together to honor our veterans through service. Caring for those who served our nation—and the properties dedicated to them—is a commitment shared by so many wonderful people. I’m grateful to be part of this organization and to help carry its mission forward.”
Carrie Tauscher | Vice President — Joined the board in 2022 and has served as an Indiana Veterans Home site leader and in planting, logistics, and mentorship roles. Her professional focus includes urban and community forestry.
“Saluting Branches is the one day of service in our industry when I see arborists from across so many specialties—utility, plant health care, climbing, planting, urban forestry, consulting, and more—come together to do what each of us does best for a united cause. The goodwill and community I take away sustain me throughout the year.”
“I’ve never felt more connected to my profession or more useful than when I work with a veterans’ site grounds manager to identify what needs to be done, then make a few calls and find crews and specialists who immediately sign up to make it happen.”
Renee Bissett | Past President — A green industry professional with more than 20 years of experience, Renee joined Saluting Branches in 2022 and has served as secretary, president, and now past president. She is a senior manager of strategic communications at The Davey Tree Expert Co.
“Our industry is unlike any other. Saluting Branches brings together competitors, crews, and companies who set everything aside for one purpose: honoring our veterans. United by this mission, we show up with our skills, our equipment, and our hearts to care for the places that remember those who served.”
“Purpose is what drives this work. Veterans gave so much, and this board gives us an opportunity to help in some small way. Our industry knows how to show up, and together we turn skill into gratitude for the places that honor those who served.”
For additional directors, historians, and complete biographies, see the accompanying Leadership Reference.
Frequently Asked Questions
What is Saluting Branches?
A nonprofit organization that honors America’s service members and veterans through volunteer tree and landscape care at veteran-dedicated properties.
When is the National Day of Service?
The National Day of Service typically takes place in September. Visit www.salutingbranches.org for current event details and participating locations.
Who can volunteer?
Arborists, landscape professionals, veterans, active-duty service members, students, community groups, and other interested volunteers. Assignments depend on site needs, training, and safety requirements.
What do volunteers do?
Activities vary by location and may include event support, tree pruning and planting, plant health care, grounds maintenance, and other approved beautification work. Specialized tasks require qualified personnel.
Which properties participate?
Veteran-dedicated cemeteries, memorials, hospitals, and other eligible sites aligned with the organization’s mission.
How can an organization sponsor the mission?
Organizations can support the National Day of Service and the Saluting Branches mission through financial contributions and designated sponsorship opportunities. Learn more at www.salutingbranches.org.
How can journalists request interviews or attend a local event?
Contact Sam Hickey, Media Contact, at shickey@salutingbranches.org for interview requests and information about local events.
Where can media find approved images and logos?
For approved photos, logos, and related media requests, contact Sam Hickey at shickey@salutingbranches.org.
Media Resources & Contact
Media resources and interview requests: Contact Sam Hickey at shickey@salutingbranches.org.
Current event and participating-location information: www.salutingbranches.org
Media contact: Sam Hickey | shickey@salutingbranches.org
Press inquiries and current event information: www.salutingbranches.org
Media Boilerplate
Saluting Branches is a nonprofit organization dedicated to honoring America’s service members and veterans through service. Each year, volunteers and industry professionals provide tree and landscape care at veteran-dedicated cemeteries, memorials, hospitals, and other properties through its National Day of Service.




